
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JUNE 2, 2014 

 

The Work Session of June 2, 2014 was called to order at 6:04 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the meeting to public comments.  There were no comments 

made. 

 

Once the Commissioners began the discussion on the 65 Haddon Avenue property, Jim 

and Joan Rhoads joined the meeting.  Mr. Rhoads stated that it is his opinion as a realtor 

and developer that the Borough is paying way too much for this property.  This should go 

out to the open market.  The current owner paid $990,000 for the property and it would 

require $250,000 - $300,000 to properly renovate, as well as fix existing issues.  The Borough 

is not buying open space with this property, just a back yard.  Commissioner Kasko asked 

when the appraisal for the property would be done.  The Administrator replied that it is 

done once we sign an agreement.  She also noted that the property is being purchased 

“as is”.  Mr. Rhoads stated that he knows this building and understands what the 

Commissioners are purchasing.  Commissioner Rochford noted that the Borough will be 

immediately looking at sub-dividing the property and selling off the portions we do not 

want.    Commissioner Kasko noted that no one is happy with the whole situation, but this 

is also part of a lawsuit settlement.  Mr. Rhoads stated that it is his opinion that the property 

value numbers are being made up and noted that there are no comparable properties 

to which this can be compared.  In his expert opinion the final cost is going to be about 

$2.5 million, when it all said and done.  Commissioner Kasko indicated that once the 

agreement comes back from the developer he would like for Mr. Rhoads to review the 

document.   

 

The Borough Solicitor arrived at 6:23 p.m. 

 

Mr. Rhoads noted that the taxes for this property are not being paid, in addition to other 

bills regarding the property that that the owner has not paid.  Commissioner Rochford 

noted that Mr. Rhoads has brought up some points that we need to review with our 

professionals.  Commissioner Kasko asked for a summary of main points for the 

Commissioners to talk about.  Mrs. Rhoads suggested asking Long & Foster for a tour to 

see how bad the building is.  The Rhoads’s left at 6:27 p.m. 

 

The draft Recreation Council Ordinance was reviewed by Commissioner Kasko.  Various 

changes were reviewed and agreed to.  It was noted that the earliest possible first 

reading would be the end of June.  It was agreed that the revised draft ordinance will 

be sent out to the Commissioners prior to that time for review. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed an analysis of the results of the bids for the sale of 

the Water and Sewer Utility.  She stated that she is trying to come up with a long term 

analysis of the utility by looking at an extended review of New Jersey American Water’s 

projected rates and compare that to the same 40 year time frame for the Borough.  It 

was noted that there will be long-term systematic rate changes.  She should have 



 

 

everything for the committee by early in the following week, after which the 

Commissioners would get it for their review.  Concerns were raised about how to deal 

with multiple unit dwellings in the analysis.  The Administrator noted that the 

Commissioners need to set up a date for a public meeting on the sale.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli noted that it should be emphasized that the only thing that can be done at 

this time is to put the sale on the November Ballot in the form of a question to the residents.  

The Commissioners reviewed various dates for a public meeting and confirmed that it 

would be considered a Commissioner Meeting and , therefore, a public meeting under 

the Open Public Meetings Act.  Possible dates for the meeting were June 25th or 26th at 

7:30 p.m.  The Commissioners agreed to ask members of the committee to attend the 

meeting to help answer questions, as well as New Jersey American Water and the 

Borough’s legal counsel on this issue, Ed McManimon. 

 

Commissioner Kasko reported that there are no new items for discussion from the 

Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC. 

 

The Commissioners agreed that they would like to meet with the members of the zoning 

Board on June 17th at 6:30 p.m. to review the various complaints from the residents. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed the June 10th meeting agenda.  It was agreed that the 

ordinance revising the Shade Tree Commission will be moved to the June 24th agenda so 

that a special Municipal Matters can go out prior to its introduction providing details 

about the ordinance.  The Commissioners agreed that a resolution would be added to 

the June 10th agenda to join a consortium of municipalities to hire someone to complete 

a full review of the abandoned properties within those towns.  Haddonfield would pay 

$970 of the $6,000 total cost, which could be reduced even further if another 

municipality, currently in negotiations, is included. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed a request from the Environmental Commission for 

$670 in signs from the Borough to post in the area of the beaver dam(s) in the stream in 

the Crows Woods area.  The Commissioners agreed to this request.  

 

Commissioner Kasko asked if everything is finally finished with the property at 645 Maple 

Avenue.  He noted that there seems to be a disconnect regarding what is happening 

there and what residents are complaining about.  The Administrator advised that the 

Construction Code Official checks whenever he receives a complaint.   Commissioner 

Kasko that asked if the introduction of the Historic District ordinance could be affected if 

the Planning Board doesn’t review it at their next meeting.  The Borough Administrator 

replied that it would not be affected. 

 

At 7:27 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

purchase of 65 N. Haddon Avenue, which was seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli.  

The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 7:48 p.m. where the motion had been 

made to leave closed session and adjourn the meeting.  The motion had been seconded 

by Commissioner Moscatelli and unanimously approved.  

 



 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


